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Scales Information 
 
Adapted from the 2016-17 Kentucky Farmers’ Market Manual and Resource Guide 
 
Legal for Trade 
All scales used for commercial sales, including conducting ginseng business, must be legal for 
trade and accurate.  Scales must be for legal trade and made for commercial use.  A legal for-
trade scale will be marked with:  

 A serial number.  

 A model number.  

 Class III designation on the identification plate or seal.   

 All scales put into service in Kentucky after July 1, 2003 must have an NTEP (National 
Type Evaluation Program) certificate of conformance.  Scales that were in use prior to 
July 1, 2003 are exempt from this regulation.  

 
Scales to review further  
Scales marked "Not Legal for Trade" are not acceptable.  Baby scales or kitchen scales are two 
types of scales that are not legal.  Additionally, most postal scales are not legal for trade.  
 
Hanging scales are allowed as long as they meet all of the legal for trade criteria.  Vendors 
selling scales should be able to inform the purchaser that a scale is Handbook 44 compliant.  
There are some hanging scales that do not meet these criteria, so get the assurance from the 
vendor in writing.   
 
Scale Inspection  
It is the responsibility of the scale owner to have the device inspected and maintain the 
accuracy of the scale.  Scales should be inspected annually.  Inspections can occur any time of 
the year, not just at the start of ginseng season.  Inspectors with the Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture (KDA) conduct these inspections.  Please respect their time and bring your scale to 
the scheduled inspection time and location!  
 
Conclusion  
It is illegal to conduct business in the state with an unapproved scale. Inspectors from KDA’s 
Division of Regulation and Inspection are charged with ensuring that this law is enforced. These 
inspectors can and will shut a vendor down for the use of illegal scales.   
 
Marketing Tip:   
Many dealers prefer using digital scales.  With these scales they get an exact weight instead of 
rounding up. This way you don’t lose sales through “nickel and dime” losses.  Additionally, many 
scales have pricing units, and you can clearly show how much you are buying roots for and the 
unit.  

How to schedule to get your ginseng scale checked: 
 

1. If you have been a past Kentucky Ginseng Dealer, KDA will contact you 
directly to schedule your scale inspection.  An inspector will group several 
inspections in your county on the same day, possibly in a central location 
such as the County Extension office.  

2. Bring your scale with you to Frankfort during a ginseng certification 
appointment. 


