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Comprehensive Plan 
Update 

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the local 
agricultural economy.  The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs and projects 
best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.    

The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils throughout 
this evaluation. 

1. Overview of County

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
 Traditional agricultural production

 Non-traditional agricultural production



 New & emerging agricultural production

 Tobacco dependency

b. Demographic Data
 Social data

 Economic data

2. Assessments of the County 

a. Strengths



b. Weaknesses

c. Opportunities

d. Challenges

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement



b. Short term goals

c. Long term goals

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

 Regional partnerships

 State Agricultural Development Board resources



 Other local/state/federal resources

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

b. How is success and failure measured?

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date.
If the email link provided below does not work, please save document and email to: 

govkyagpolicy@ky.gov
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	SEND EMAIL: 
	Insert Date: March 17, 2020
	Insert County Name: Wolfe County
	INSERT TEXT 1: According to the 2017 Census of Agriculture, Wolfe County has a total of 294 farms, a 1% decrease from 2012. There are 33,706 acres of farm land (a 21% decrease from '12) with an average farm size of 115 acres. These farms produced $1,483,000 of marketable value of products sold, again a decrease from 2012 (by 13%). The numbers show that the farming community in Wolfe Co. is dwindling. 

Farm production in Wolfe Co. primarily consists of forages and beef cattle. Forestry also plays a large role in Wolfe Co, however those numbers are not represented in the Census. There is some production in the areas of: small ruminant, horses, horticulture, and grain. There are 5,870 reported acres of forages and 109 reported acres of grain corn. Tobacco acres are not listed as it would disclose information for individual operations. Livestock inventory numbers reported are: 1,937 cattle & calves; 1,122 poultry; 230 goats; 223 horses & ponies; and 94 hogs & pigs. 
	INSERT TEXT 2: Beef cattle and forages have been the main source for Wolfe Co. producers the last several years. Tobacco is no longer a main source of income for farmers. 
	INSERT TEXT 3: With the push for more local foods, larger scale gardening has increased. 
	INSERT TEXT 4: There as been a increase of interest in the following areas: Sustainable agriculture, beekeeping, small ruminants, high tunnel/extended growing season production, and poultry.
	INSERT TEXT 5: Tobacco production use to exceed a million pounds annually. The 2017 Census of Agriculture doesn't even report the number of tobacco acres or tobacco sales as it would disclose individual producer information. 
	INSERT TEXT 6: According to census.gov, the population estimate for 2018 was 7,177 with 3,746 households. 
	INSERT TEXT 7: Again, according to census.gov, 31.4% of the population is in poverty. Only 37.9% of the population is defined as being in civilian labor force. The median household income is $22,458. 
	INSERT TEXT 8: Campton, the county seat, is located at the intersection of the Bert T. Combs Mountain Parkway and Kentucky Highway 15. This provides 4-lane access to Lexington and easy access to Hazard and Pikeville. This location insures easily accessible markets for agricultural products. Wolfe County's agricultural producers have extensive knowledge of forage and cattle production. In addition,we have several people moving into the area that are interested in farming/homesteading. 
	INSERT TEXT 9: While Wolfe County's farmers have demonstrated the ability to produce a wide variety of agricultural crops, marketing those crops can be difficult, especially when direct to consumer. Absentee and non-farmers continue to purchase and lease land making it difficult for farmers.
	INSERT TEXT 10: The accessibility to Wolfe County from surrounding counties and to major metropolitan centers and transportation corridors makes the county an ideal site for regional marketing facilities. There are several forested acres in the county with opportunities for non-timber forest products (mushrooms, maple syrup, ginseng, etc.) that could provide a valuable source of income. Wooded areas can also be leased for hunting. 
	INSERT TEXT 11: Like the rest of the nation, a large number of our farmers are over 60 with no prospects for handing over the farm. There are also several young(er) farmers, however they work off-farm jobs, limiting the amount of time they are able to commit to their farms. 
	INSERT TEXT 12: To further our vision, the Council seeks to invest funds in the county's agricultural sector to promote immediate benefits to local farmers. Longer-term assistance will be used to promote increasing profitability of existing agricultural activities (e.g. beef & forages) as well as newer endeavors that could replace tobacco. 
	INSERT TEXT 13: The short-term priorities are as follows:
Genetic Improvement in Livestock 
Concentrate on Agriculture Diversification
Improve practices that affect water quality
Promote stream bank restoration 
	INSERT TEXT 14: Continue promoting soil testing to apply necessary nutrients to soil for best production. Surveying and assessing timber stands for sustainable harvesting, as well as assessing possibility of managing non-timber products. Improve grazing strategies, stressing rotational grazing and grazing heights. 

	INSERT TEXT 15: Work with the following to develop programs to assist area farmers:
Center for Rural Development
Wolfe Co. Fiscal Court
City of Campton
Wolfe Co. Public Schools
KCARD
Wolfe Co. Extension Service
	INSERT TEXT 16: The Council acknowledges the role of the State Board in taking the lead in the development of regional marketing facilities and strategies. The Council will explore the availability of land suitable for a regional facility and will work closely with the Board to identify resources that will help secure the success of such a facility. 
	INSERT TEXT 17: The Wolfe Co. Conservation District has already purchased equipment for the use of local farmers in alternative agriculture production. The Conservation Board offers farmers use of a:  no-till seeder, lime spreader, chain-harrow, and a hay wrapper, all for a nominal fee.
	INSERT TEXT 18: The Council will review all proposals and will use the following criteria to evaluate all applicants. Beginning and new farmers or entrepreneurs will be given priority. Applicants must have sufficient equity to assure a reasonable chance for success. Small farmers will be given an equal opportunity.
	INSERT TEXT 19: All applicants will be required to include in their proposals a means of reporting the completion of their project, including the impact of that project. The Council will review these reports.
	INSERT TEXT 20: The county plan will be revised at least bi-annually or more often if needed, to meet the needs of the Wolfe County agricultural community.


