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Union County

Comprehensive Plan
Update

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the local
agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs and projects
best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.

The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils throughout
this evaluation.

1. Overview of County

Union County is in the northwestern part of Kentucky. It is bounded on the north and
west by the Ohio River, on the southeast by the Tradewater River and Webster
County and on the east by Henderson County. There are 219,424 acres or 342.85
square miles in Union County with Morganfield being the county seat. Farming has
been of important economic value in Union County since its first settlement. Total
agriculture product sales $980,778,000.00. 93% of agriculture sales come from
crops and 7% come from livestock, poultry, and products. 89% of farm land is
cropland, 5% is pastureland, 4% woodland, and 2% in other uses.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
= Traditional agricultural production

*67,000 acres corn, 66,400 acres soybean, 8,770 acres wheat, 5,669 acres
forages, 8,000 head cattle
*202 farms with 167,410 harvested acres; 76% of total land

= Non-traditional agricultural production



b.

= New & emerging agricultural production

= Tobacco dependency

*Little to no dependency on tobacco

Demographic Data
= Social data

*Slight decline in population to 15,000 with around 50% living rurally
*Median household income of $47,067 in 2019
*Agriculture production and coal mining focused community

=  Economic data

*Intensive cropping of 167,410 acres necessitates a large agribusiness
sector in the local economy

*1 local, 3 regional elevatoors with large facilities on the Ohio River
*Increased manufacturing and retail and service sectors

2. Assessments of the County

a.

Strengths

*Productive land

*Henderson Community College agricultural programs
*Multiple agribusinesses

*Location to elevators



b. Weaknesses

*Limited outlet for livestock

*Limited skilled labor

*Limited opportunity for advanced marketing of commodities
*Decreasing overall livestock numbers

c. Opportunities

*Marketing alliances for livestock producers - CPH45
* Value added grain products

d. Challenges

*Increase in inputs, land, grain, and land rent prices
*Second highest non-irrigated cropland rent in Kentucky at $215/acre
*Restrictive environmental standards and regulations

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement

The goals and objectives of the Union County Agricultural Development Council
will be to serve as a catalyst for the development of projects that will furhter
economic welfare from a diversified cross section of the community. Our intent
is to encourage the development of new enterprises that provide a value-added
component to our current enterprises and to support the development of new
enterprises that will expand and diversify our agricultural economy. We will
preserve the family structure to provide opportunities for the next generation.



b. Short term goals

Value-added to farm products already produced. Combine efforts with other
counties and communities to promote value added industry in the area. Beef
herd improvement, produce to meet consumer demand. Educate future
consumers as to the benefits of new biotech products and benefits to consumer.
Support technical agricultural programs to provide a skilled labor force.

c. Long term goals

Diversity within different segments of agriculture needs to be addressed.
Promote grain products as a possible part solution to long term energy needs.
Work to keep young people involved in the agriculture economy. With the
advancement of technology in agriculture, future needs are anticipated for highly
skilled young people to return to agriculture.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

= Regional partnerships

We would like to work with the exisiting organizations in the community such
as Economic Development, Grain Growers, Beef Cattlemen's Association
and Pork Producers to reach short and long term goals. The Union County
Council will follow state council guidelines for leveraging funds.

= State Agricultural Development Board resources



= Other local/state/federal resources
*State cost-share programs through NRCS and Conservation District

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?
*Evaluated on an as needed basis as they are submitted

b. How is success and failure measured?
*Reports on grants dunded will be given at periodic times

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?
*As requested by GOAP or as needed

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date.
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