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Ballard County

Comprehensive Plan
Update

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the local
agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs and projects
best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.

The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils throughout
this evaluation.

1. Overview of County

Ballard is an agriculturally dependent county in far Western Kentucky, located at the
confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers. The county is divided into 2 distinct
topographies of a band of river bottom land 5 to 10 miles wide along both rivers, with
the rest of the county being a rolling, upland prairie intersected with creeks for
drainage. The bottom land mostly floods every winter and spring dominated by
soybean production with occasional season where corn can be planted. The
uplands are highly productive, with a normal mix of corn, wheat and soybeans using
no-till or reduced tillage to control erosion.

The halting of 4-lane highway 60 at the county line for the last 15 years has killed
most economic development in the county. Eventually the new road will bypass the
existing towns and cause eastern Ballard County to become a bedroom community
of Paducah, enhancing the property values and tax base of the county but that is
years in the future.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
= Traditional agricultural production

Row crop production has remained fairly constant since the last report with
the normal mix between corn, wheat and soybeans being either market or
lender driven. Almost all the land that is near suitable to being in grain
production is being utilized.

= Non-traditional agricultural production

Not being near a population center, there is almost no non-traditional
agriculture practiced in the county. It is our hope that being on the river may
lead to some non-traditional markets and production in the future.



= New & emerging agricultural production

There are no new or emerging trends in our ag production. Luckily, we are
extremely close to river markets for our grain production so our basis and
hauling costs are as low as anywhere in the state. Poultry production is
increasing across the county as all other animal production has declined.

= Tobacco dependency

Ballard has probably changed percentage wise as much as any county in the
state. From pre-buyout days of several hundred growers and almost 2000
acres of burley tobacco, there is only one grower left with a fluctuating
acreage of +/- 100 acres.

b. Demographic Data
= Social data

From 2010 to 2017 the population fell by 210 people, from 8249 to 8039.
Growth is not projected as the population for 2025 is projected at 8097.
While relatively stable, the population is aging and 92.7 % white, with several
minority groups making up the rest.

=  Economic data

The economy has been flat the last several years, hopefully, the re-opening
of the Wickliffe Paper Mill will boost the general economy. The farm
economy has been been flat to down with good yields but low prices. The
number of farms is down 28 to 295 from 2012. The farm size is up slightly
and their are 198 producers 65 or older.

2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

Our productive farmland is our number one strength. Our location on both rivers
and easy access to grain markets makes our basis better than anywhere else in
the state. Our proximity to Paducah brings retail and dining within a 30 minute

drive. Our school system is relatively new and modern compared to surrounding
area.



b. Weaknesses

Our greatest strength is also our biggest weakness. Agriculture is the mainstay
of the economy with very little manufacturing, retail or service. A large portion of
the county lies in the flood plain limiting development and taxing potential. The

halting of the 4 lane highway at the county line has severely curtailed economic
development in the county.

c. Opportunities

Our opportunity for growth comes as a bedroom community for Paducah.
People will be able to have their place in the country and still be close to retail,
dining and medical care. The WAVE Ag Group is trying to come up with ways
for us to better utilize our location on the 2 rivers. For the foreseeable future,

grain production and poultry production will be the drivers of economic growth
and any increases or efficiencies realized will help.

d. Challenges

Mitigating the challenges of urban encroachment with the realities of production
agriculture will be the biggest hurdle to cross in the future. Residents with fancy
houses don't want poultry facilities in their neighborhood. The farmland was here

first, so developing equitable answers to these problems will challenge our local
politicians in the future.

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement

Our county council does not have a formal vision/mission statement but would

like to use the settlement money to help the largest number of producers in any
way they are allowed to.



b. Short term goals

Keep funding the CAIP programs as funds allow and save a little money back for
any new proposals that might come forward in the future.

c. Long term goals

Our long term goals don't differ from our short term ideas unless it might be

transitioning some of the money into a revolving loan fund as the CAIP program
loses it's effectiveness.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

= Regional partnerships

We would welcome participating in regional partnerships, especially for any
programs that would add value to our commodity grain products.

State Agricultural Development Board resources

Being the only county in the Purchase Area with a sizable allocation, we will
have to utilize state funds and resources to do any type of regional program.



= Other local/state/federal resources

We would welcome the use of other resources, our WAVE Ag group may be
able to bridge the gap to other resources but we have to come up with the

products that will make that feasible. Currently there is no way to distinguish
our ag products from any others in production.

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

Very few individual proposals have ever come before our board. The board itself

has developed several programs that have been funded. We see no need to
modify the process at this time.

b. How is success and failure measured?

Participation has been the key way success or failure have been measured.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

The county council will meet and determine if any language needs to be revised
for the next plan.

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date.
If the email link provided below does not work, please save document and email to:
govkyagpolicy@ky.gov
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