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Anderson

Comprehensive Plan
Update

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the local
agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs and projects
best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.

The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils throughout
this evaluation.

1. Overview of County

774 Farms

81,868 acres

Average farm size is 106 acres
Median farm size is 57 acres

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
= Traditional agricultural production

380 Cow calf operations with 15,880 head

340 Beef Cattle Operations with 8,263 head

458 Forage Operations on 20,764 acres producing 37,060 tons of dry
equivalent.

= Non-traditional agricultural production

6 Organic farms



New & emerging agricultural production

Colonies of Honey Bees
Farms - 30

Number of hives - 132

= Tobacco dependency

7 tobacco farms
488 acres
979,606 Ibs

b. Demographic Data
= Social data

Population - 22,831

Female Persons - 51%

White - 95.1%

Black or African American - 2.1%
Hispanic - 1.9%

Persons under 18 Years - 23.5%
Persons Over 65 Years - 16.3%

=  Economic data

Labor Force - 11,052 (23% manufacturing, 16% retail, 12% accommodation
and food, 12% Education, and 7% Health care)

Median Household Income - $51,861

Population in poverty - 12%

Unemployment Rate - 4%

2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

Cow-calf production
Forage production



b. Weaknesses

2017 Census reports -($25,070) in Net cash farm income from operations with a
-$3,238 average per farm.

c. Opportunities

Business development assistance
Market/producer coordination (Collective Action)

d. Challenges

Sustainability of Family Farms
Marketing Opportunities for Farmers

More awareness and support for agriculture and agribusinesses

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement

To provide Anderson County Farmers with the resources needed to be
successful in todays world of agriculture.



b. Short term goals

C.

Community Engagement - Better engage the community to increase visibility

and build strong relationships with the public in an effort to make good decisions
for the betterment of Anderson County.

Long term goals

Robust Business Development - Developing strong, vibrant businesses is critical

for the success of Anderson County as it will generate jobs, create new and
innovative industries, and bolster the economy.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

Regional partnerships

Kentucky Farm Bureau
Anderson County Cattleman's Association

State Agricultural Development Board resources

County Agriculture Investment Program



Other local/state/federal resources

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

Proposals are evaluated by a 3rd party to allow for unbiasedness. The process
does not need modification.

b. How is success and failure measured?

Success and failures are measured using several metrics including but not

limited to monetary impact, production efficiency, quality of end product,
operational capacity, and market satisfaction.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

As the community adapts so will our plan to assist them.
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